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Simmons College 
Department of Sociology 
300 The Fenway 
Boston, MA 02115 
 
617.894.8339 
 
becky.thompson@simmons.edu 
 
beckythompsonyoga.com  

SOCIAL MEDIA 

https://twitter.com/beckytyoga 
 
https://www.facebook.com/beckythom
psonyoga/ 
 
 

BECKY THOMPSON, PHD, RYT-500 
 

CROSS-CULTURAL SCHOLAR | ACTIVIST | TEACHER | WRITER| YOGI 

BIO SKETCH 

Becky Thompson, PhD, is a scholar, human rights activist, cross-cultural 
trainer, writer, poet and senior-level yoga teacher (RYT-500). She has taught 
about race, gender and class issues around the world. Since 2015, Becky has 
served as a humanitarian advocate on the front lines of the refugee crisis in 
Greece, where she has assisted families seeking asylum, documented human 
rights violations and taught writing workshops to refugees. Becky has 
contributed thought-leadership, scholarship and consultation to groups 
interested in organizational transformation, yoga principles, contemplative 
practices, trauma, healing and social justice. She has led cross-cultural 
training courses that focus upon yoga, poetry and feminist writing for global 
audiences.  
 
Becky is the author of several books including Teaching with Tenderness, 
Survivors on the Yoga Mat: Stories for those Healing from Trauma and Zero is 
the Whole I Fall into at Night. Becky’s work has been recognized by the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
American Association for University Women, the Ford Foundation, Political 
Research Associates, the Creative Justice Poetry Prize and the Gustavus Myers 
Award for Outstanding Books on Human Rights. Becky’s scholarly activities 
focus upon educational transformation, social justice and healing. Her current 
projects include an anthology of poetry by, about and for refugees which she is 
co-editing with Palestinian poet and aid worker Jehan Bseiso. 

CURRENT POSITION 

Professor of Sociology, College of Arts & Sciences 
Simmons College, Boston, MA • 2007 – present 
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EDUCATION 

PhD, Sociology, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA • 1991 
 
MA, Sociology, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA • 1986 
 
BA, Sociology with Honors, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA • 1982 
 
Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO • 1977 – 1979  

YOGA CERTIFICATIONS & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Shakti Dancers Yoga Teacher Training, Levels I and II, Wellesley, MA • 2013 – 2017 
• Two-week workshop with Angela Farmer and Victor Van Kooten, Lesvos, Greece, 2014-2017 
• First Degree Reiki Usui Shiki Ryoho Natural Healing Certification • 2014 
• The Energetics of Yoga, Cat Kabira Yoga, Ubud, Bali • 2012 
• Cranial Sacral Therapy Certification, Level I, Ubud, Bali • 2012 
• Workshop with Stephen Cope on Dharma, Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health, Stockbridge, MA • 2012 
• Workshop with Bessel van der Kolk on Trauma Research, Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health, Stockbridge, MA • 

2012 
• Workshop on Embodiment with Angela Farmer, Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health, Stockbridge, MA • 2012, 2016 
• Workshop with Rolf Gates, Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health, Stockbridge, MA • 2012 
• Yoga training and completion, 200 and 500-level, Core Power Yogi Training, Colorado Springs, CO; Yoga of 

Energy Flow, Arlington, MA • 2009 – 2012 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR WRITING 

 
• Poetry Workshops: with Fred Marchant (2017, 2015); Alan Shapiro (2017, 2011); Ada Limon (2016); John Murillo 

(2015); Tyehimba Jess (2014); Carolyn Forshe (2012); Jacqueline Woodson(2012); Kimiko Hanh (2008); Alicia 
Ostriker (2010); Carl Phillips (2009); Jean Valentine (2008); Major Jackson (2007); Terrance Hayes (2007); Cyrus 
Cassells (2007); Galway Kinnell (2006); Vijay Seshadri (2006); Marie Howe, (2006); Cornelius Eady (2005); 
Ethelbert Miller (2005); Martin Espada (2005); Rafael Campo (2003). Fine Arts Work Center, Provincetown, MA 
• 2003-2017 

• Poetry Workshop: Poetry as Spiritual Practice, taught by Sonia Sanchez, Fine Arts Work Center, Provincetown, 
MA • 2004, 2005 

 
 

• Advanced Poetry Workshop, taught by Michael Afaa Weaver, Simmons College • 2004 
• Contemporary Poetry, graduate seminar, taught by Bill Knott, Emerson College • 2004 
• Resistant Words Poetry Workshop, taught by Letta Neely, Center for New Words, 
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Boston, MA • 2003 
 
 

TEACHING AND ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
Professor of Sociology, College of Arts & Sciences, Simmons College, Boston, MA, • 2007 – present  
 
Chair, Department of Sociology, College of Arts & Sciences, Simmons College, Boston, MA • 2012 – 2014  
 
Associate Professor of Sociology, College of Arts & Sciences, Simmons College, Boston, MA  • 1996 – 2007 
 
Professor, Women’s and Ethnic Studies Program, University of Colorado,  
Colorado Springs, CO • 2008 – 2010 
 
Program Director, Women’s and Ethnic Studies Program, University of Colorado,  
Colorado Springs, CO • 2008 – 2009 
 
Visiting Associate Professor, African and African American Studies Program, Duke University,  
Durham, NC • 2003 
 
Teaching Race, Teaching Gender Spring Speakers Series Coordinator, Duke University,  
Durham, NC • 2002 – 2003  
 

• Co-sponsored by African and African American Studies Program, Women’s Studies Program, Mary Lou Williams 
Center for Black Culture, Franklin Humanities Institute’s Mellon Project, Making the Humanities Central, The 
Duke Women’s Center and the Center for LGBT Life. 

• Speakers included: Brenda Dixon Gottschild, Laura Whitehorn, Joy James, Wahneema Lubiano, Jyl Lynn Felman 
and Mab Segrest. 

 
Adjunct Faculty, Union Institute of Graduate Studies, Cincinnati, OH • 1996 – 2005 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, American Studies and African American Studies, African American Studies and Sociology, 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT • 1994 – 1996 
 
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Center for Research on Women, University of Memphis,  
Memphis, TN • 1993 – 1994   
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Bowdoin College,  
Brunswick, ME • 1991 – 1992  
 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Behavioral Sciences, Fitchburg State College,  
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Fitchburg, MA • 1990 – 1991 
 
Lecturer, Department of Sociology and Department of Women’s Studies, University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA • 1987 
– 1989 
 
Instructor, Wheaton College, Norton, MA • 1987 

COURSES TAUGHT 

• African American Feminism: Dialogue, Struggle and Alliances  
• Birth and Death: The Sociology of Joy and Suffering 
• Born to Belonging: Social Justice as Embodied Practice *  
• Critical Race Legal Theory (graduate and undergraduate course) 
• Cooperative Education (internship course) 
• Diversity in Education (doctoral course) * 
• Gender Inequality 
• Inequality: Race, Class and Gender in Comparative Settings  
• Introduction to Multicultural Women's Studies  
• Introduction to Race and Gender 
• Introduction to Sociology 
• Law and Society 
• “Love Calls Us to the Things of This World”: Leaders for Social Justice * 
• The Making and Unmaking of Sociological Theory 
• Multiracial Feminist Theories (graduate and undergraduate course) 
• National, Transnational and Diasporic Feminist Theories 
• Qualitative Research Methods (graduate seminar) 
• Race and Ethnic Relations 
• Seeking the Sacred: Poetry, Yoga and Zines * 
• Sociology of Birth and Death 
• Sociology of Literature: Poetry and Prose (graduate and undergraduate course) 
• Social Problems 
• Social Psychology of Sex Roles 
• Teaching Race, Teaching Gender (graduate and undergraduate course) 
• Urban Sociology 
• Whiteness, Antiracism and Justice Work (graduate and undergraduate course) 
• Women in American Society 
• Women, Culture and Identity 
• Women in Social Movements: Mexico, Nicaragua and the US 
• Writing as if Your Life Depends Upon It: Love, Loss and Transformation    

 
* Course includes yoga and meditation   
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SELECTED WORKSHOPS TAUGHT 

 
Thompson, B. (2017, May – June). “Love Calls Us to the Things of This World: Working for Social Change,” Thessaloniki, 
and Athens, Greece: 

• Poetry and yoga workshops in refugee camps.  
• Translated into Arabic, Urdu and Farsi. 

 
Thompson, B. (2016-2017, December-January). “Working for Peace, Insisting on Justice,” Feminist Freedom Writing & 
Yoga Workshop, Guangzhou and Dali, China: 

• Three, four-day workshops for migrant workers, academics, activists and health professionals. 
• Translated into Mandarin Chinese. 
• For more information, http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/VMxkgKGFDXj4m2besW7e3w 

 
Thompson, B., & Meyers, N. (2015, February – March). “Activists on the Mat: Connecting the Dots, Yoga Anatomy, 
Neuroplasticity and Social Change.” Off the Mat, Into the World, Beyond Duality Educational Program Series: 

• Six-week webinar for participants in Namibia, South Africa, Canada and the US.  
 
Thompson, B. (2014 & 2016). Scholar in Residence Yoga Workshops, Duke University, Durham, NC. 
 
Thompson, B. (2015, May). Lecture for the Yoga, Meditation and Recovery Conference. Team teacher with Rolf Gates, 
Nikki Myers, and Tommy Rosen. Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health, Stockbridge, MA.  
 
 
Thompson, B. (2014, October). “Survivors on the Yoga Mat: Healing from Trauma” yoga and writing workshop. 
Twostreams Zen Center, Westhampton, MA. 
 
Thompson, B. (2014). “Yoga for Trauma Survivors.” Healing Hands: A Daylong Intensive. Simmons College, Boston, MA 
 
Thompson, B. (2013, July). “Balance and Regeneration: Yoga, Trauma and Healing.” International Women’s Partnership 
for Peace and Justice. Chiang Mai, Thailand: 

• Three-day workshop taught in conjunction with for the Buddhist Education for Social Transformation Program 
(year-long program).  

• Translated into Thai, Chinese, and Tamil 
 
Thompson, B. (2013). “Survivors on the Mat: Balance and Regeneration.” Buddhist Education for Social Transformation 
Certification Program, International Women’s Partnership for Peace and Justice,  
Mae Rim, Thailand: 

• Three-day yoga and feminist writing workshop. 
• Translated into Thai, Chinese, and Tamil. 

 
Thompson, B. (2013). “Writing as if Your Life Depends Upon It: Writing for Social Transformation.” International 
Women’s Partnership for Peace and Justice, Chiang Mai, Thailand: 

• Four-day yoga and feminist writing workshop for activists, scholars and contemplative practitioners. 
• Translated into Thai and Chinese. 
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Thompson, B. (2012, May). “Writing as if Your Life Depends Upon It: Writing for Social Transformation.” International 
Women’s Partnership for Peace and Justice, Chiang Mai, Thailand: 

• Five-day workshop for activists, scholars and contemplative practitioners. 
 
Thompson, B. (2012, May). “Survivors on the Yoga Mat: Healing from Trauma.” International Women’s Partnership for 
Peace and Justice, Chiang Mai, Thailand: 

• Four-day workshop for activists, scholars and contemplative practitioners. 
 
Thompson, B. (2011, May). Participatory workshop on writing manifestos. Bilan Conference on Social Movements and 
Activism, Boston University, MA.  
 
Thompson, B. (2010, November). “When the Center Starts with Breath: Contemplative Teaching Workshop.” National 
Women’s Studies Association, Denver, CO.  
 
Thompson, B. (2010, September). Participatory workshop on teaching about injustices using contemplative/indigenous 
practices. University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA. 
 
Thompson, B. (2009, October). Workshop and discussion on the film Long Night’s Journey into Day on South Africa’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Gandhi-King Peace Conference, Memphis, TN.  
 
Thompson, B. (2009, June). Contemplative practices workshop. Knap-sack Institute: Transforming the Curriculum. 
University of Colorado, Denver, CO. 
 
Thompson, B. (2007, April). “Writing as if Your Life Depends Upon It Workshop.” Le Moyne College, Syracuse, NY. 
 
Thompson, B. (2005, March). “Beyond Dominant Mindsets.” Lecture and workshop presented for non-profit organization 
leaders. The Diversity Initiative, Boston, MA 
 
Thompson, B. (2003, March).  “Writing in a Time of War.” Workshop presented at Kentucky Women’s Writers 
Conference: A Feast of Words: Nourishing the Mind and Body, Writer-in-residence. Lexington, KY. 
 
Thompson, B. (2003, March). “Writing Yourself Well: A Colloquium on Eating Disorders”. Workshop presented at 
Kentucky Women’s Writers Conference: A Feast of Words: Nourishing the Mind and Body, Writer-in-residence. Lexington, 
KY. 
 
Thompson, B. (2002, October). “Keeping Anti-Oppression Central in Our Work.” Retreat leader. Statewide Domestic 
Violence Group, Madison, WI. 
 
Thompson, B. (2001, November). “Race, Class, and Sexuality Matter: Trauma and Recovery from a Multiracial Feminist 
Perspective.”  Five-day workshop presented at Renfrew Center Foundation Conference on Feminist Perspectives on 
Adolescents and Families, Philadelphia, PA.  
 
Thompson, B. (1994, February). “The Rage Burns Deep Inside of Me: Healing--A Labor of Love and Sorrow.” Five-day 
workshop for Health, Hope and Healing: Healthy Life Choices for African American Women Conference, Green Mountain 
at Fox Run, VT. 
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Thompson, B. (1989, August). “The Interface of Trauma and Addiction in Women's Lives.” Training for Rape Crisis 
Counselors, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA. 
 
Thompson, B. (1985, May). “The Intersection of Racism, Classism, Sexism, and Militarism.” Series of workshops presented 
at the National Pilgrimage to Reverse the Arms Race Educational Forum, Washington, DC. 

TEACHING RECOGNITION 

Outstanding Faculty Award, MOSAIC Office, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO • 2009 
 
Warrior Award for Teaching (with Massachusetts State Representative Dianne Wilkerson and student activist Nell 
Maggio), Boston, MA • 2007 

 
Meiko Hill Peacemaker Award for Teaching, Boston, MA • 2005 
 
Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers • 2005 
 
Commendation for Outstanding Teaching Assistance, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA • 1986 

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS & GRANTS 

Book chapter Dark Radiance (Thompson & Delandro, 2016) featured in Our Black Sons Matter: Mothers Talk about Their 
Fears, Sorrows and Hopes, Winner of Booklist’s Top 10 Diverse Nonfiction • 2017 
 
Creative Justice Press Winter 2011 Chapbook Award for Zero is the Whole I Fall into at Night • 2011 
 
Finalist for the University of New Orleans writing competition for poetry • 2011 
 
Fund for Research and College of Arts & Sciences Faculty Development Fund Award,  
Simmons College • 2001 – present 
 
Bravo Award for Research, Simmons College • 2004 & 2007 
 
Mothering Without a Compass: White Mother’s Love, Black Son’s Courage (Thompson, 2000), Chosen by Insight Out’s 
Book of the Month Club for Gay and Lesbian Series • 2000 
 
Political Research Associates Award for Scholarship • 1997 & 1999 
 
Gustavus Myers Award for Outstanding Book on Human Rights in North America presented to Beyond a Dream Deferred: 
Multicultural Education and the Politics of Excellence • 1994 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Seminar Fellow in Morality and Society,  
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Boston University • 1994 
 
A Hunger So Wide and So Deep: A Multiracial View of Women's Eating Problems (Thompson, 1994) Awarded support 
from Margaret Hartley Fund for Excellence in writing by and about women • 1994 
 
Rockefeller Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Afro-American Studies,  
Princeton University • 1992 – 1993 
 
American Association of University Women Educational Foundation Dissertation Fellowship • 1989 
 
Ford Foundation Grant for Project on Women and Gender in the Curriculum • 1987 
 
Fellowship and Teaching Assistantship, Sociology and the Humanities Program,  
Brandeis University • 1983 – 1987 
 
Teaching Assistance Fellowship, University of California • 1981 – 1982 
 
Colorado College Academic Scholarship • 1978 

ACTIVISM & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Refugee crisis and human rights advocate, Thessaloniki, Mytilini, and Lesvos, Greece • 2015 – present (Samples of 
observations and writing on humanitarian refugee crisis in Greece below:) 

• Thompson, B. (2016, January). Love calls us to the things of the world: Update on the refugee crisis in Greece. 
Becky Thompson Yoga.com https://www.beckythompsonyoga.com/single-post/2016/1/22/%E2%80%9CLove-
Calls-Us-to-the-Things-of-This-World%E2%80%9D-Update-on-the-Refugee-Crisis-in-Greece    

• Thompson, B. (2015, July). The Lesvos refugee crisis: 5 months in and conditions are worsening. Elephant 
Journal.com.  https://www.elephantjournal.com/2015/07/the-lesvos-refugee-crisis-5-months-in-conditions-are-
worsening/  

• Thompson, B. (2015, May). Escalating humanitarian crisis on the Aegean Sea: A yogi’s view. Huffington Post.com 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/becky-thompson-phd/escalating-humanitarian-c_b_7339632.html  

 
Advisory Board member, The Matrix Center, Colorado Springs, CO • 2008 – 2009 
 
Advisory Board member, The Body Positive, Albany, CA • 2000 – present  
 
Co-organizer of the “Safety is a Human Right,” Speak-out and rally for LGBT community and allies, Colorado Springs, CO 
• 2008 
 
Planning Committee for "Race and Racism in the 1990s: Teaching Social Justice, Living Social Justice," a national, 
multiracial and intergenerational conference for activists, educators and artists • 1996 – 1997 
 
Representative, Cetlalic, Tlahuica Center for the Study of Language and Cultural Exchange, Cuernavaca, Mexico • 1995-
2000 
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CONSULTING & ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Consultant to Boston Women’s Health Book Collective for select chapters, new editions of Our Bodies/Ourselves • 2010  
 
Invited Consultant, Curriculum Transformation Workshop. University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO • 2003 
 
Associate, Political Research Associates, Somerville, MA • 1997 – 1999  
 
Anti-racism Consultant, Multicultural Project, Boston, MA • 1989 – 1991  
 
Anti-racism Consultant, VISIONS, Boston University, Boston, MA • 1989 
 
Writing Consultant, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA • 1984 – 1989  

PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS 

Thompson,  B . ,  & Bseiso, J. (Forthcoming). “Making mirrors”: Righting/writing by refugees. North Hampton, MA: 
Interlink Books.  
 
 
Thompson, B. (Forthcoming). Justonics. Dancing Girl Press. 
 
Thompson, B. (2017). Teaching with tenderness: Toward an embodied practice. Inaugural book for the series, 
Transformations: Womanist, Feminist and Indigenous Studies, edited by AnaLouise Keating, Champlain, IL: University of 
Illinois Press. 
 
Thompson, B. (2014). Survivors on the yoga mat: Stories for those healing from trauma. Berkeley, CA: North Atlantic 
Books (distributed by Random House).  
 
Thompson, B. (2011). Zero is the whole I fall into at night. Poetry Editor’s Selection Series. Charlotte, NC: Main Street Rag 
Press. 
 
Harriford, D., & Thompson,  B .  (2008). When the center is on fire: Passionate social theory for our times. Austin, TX: 
University of Texas Press.  
 
Horton, R., Hunter, M., & Thompson,  B .  (2007). Fingernails across the chalkboard: Poetry and prose on HIV/AIDS from 
the black diaspora. Chicago, IL: Third World Press.  
   
Thompson, B. (2001). A promise and a way of life: White antiracist activism. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press.   
 
Thompson, B. (2000). Mothering without a compass: White mother’s love, black son’s courage.  Minneapolis, MN: 
University of Minnesota Press.  
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Thompson,  B . ,  & Tyagi, S. (1996). Names we call home: Autobiography on racial identity. New York, NY: Routledge.  
 
Thompson, B. (1994). A hunger so wide and so deep: A multiracial view of women's eating problems. Minneapolis, MN: 
University of Minnesota Press.  
 
Thompson,  B . ,  & Tyagi, S. (1993). Beyond a dream deferred: Multicultural education and the politics of excellence. 
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press.  

PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS IN PROGRESS 

 
Thompson, B. (Manuscript in progress). Sometimes tremble, sometimes laugh. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS: PUBLISHED POETRY & POETRY REVIEWS 

 
 
Thompson, B. (2018). The lotus grows out of the mud. Nonviolence Magazine,Spring/Winter, 29-30. 
 at our Archives. 
 
Thompson, B. (2017). Teaching poetry in Khora. Anchor: Where Spirituality and Social Justice Meet, 8, 80. 
 
Thompson, B. (2015). The sea shares salt with the breeze. Anchor Magazine: Where Spirituality and Social Justice Meet, 4, 
75–79. 
 
Thompson, B. (2015, Winter). In the realm of moving waters. Emergence, 44–45.   
 
Thompson, B. (2015). Sonia Sanchez: Inviting ancestors to chandelier sound. The Welcome Table: A Special Issue, Valley 
Voices, 15(1). 
 
Thompson, B. (2015). Travel restrictions. The Welcome Table: A Special Issue, Valley Voices, 15(1). 
 
Thompson, B. (2015). She be. The Welcome Table: A Special Issue, Valley Voices, 15(1). 
 
Thompson, B. (2013). LGBT street workers. Sinister Wisdom, 89. 
 
Thompson, B. (2013). She had some birds. Sinister Wisdom, 89. 
 
Thompson, B. (2012, Summer). In the name of Troy Davis: A yogini’s plaintiff prayer. Tidal Basin Review.  
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Thompson, B. (2012, Spring). Requiem for Moby. The New Sound: A Journal of Arts and Poetry.  
 
Thompson, B. (2012, Spring). A mourning morning. The New Sound: A Journal of Arts and Poetry.  
 
Thompson, B. (2011).  She eagle: For Gloria Anzaldúa. In A. Keating and G. Gonzalez-Lopez (Eds.), Bridging: how and why 
Gloria Anzaldúa’s life and work transformed our own. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.  
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall). To Marx. Slush Pile Magazine. 
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall). When the girls were still alive. Slush Pile Magazine. 
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall). Terminal. Slush Pile Magazine. 
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall). You can borrow my mother. Slush Pile Magazine. 
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall/ Winter). Undressing. Tidal Basin Review.  
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall/ Winter). Boxing in the academy. Tidal Basin Review.  
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall/ Winter). Dressed for America. Tidal Basin Review.  
 
Thompson, B. (2010, Fall/ Winter). Undressing. Tidal Basin Review.  
 
Thompson, B. (2009). Post-Attica visit. In Tom Lombardo (Ed), Aftershock: The poetry of recovery. Sante Lucia Books.  
 
Thompson, B. (2009). From a long line of cow birds. MARGIE: The American Journal of Poetry. 
 
Thompson, B. (2009). History in the water. In J. V. Gabbin (Ed.), Mourning Katrina: A poetic response to tragedy. Buena 
Vista, VA: Mariner Publishing.  
 
Thompson, B. (2008, Summer). To DuBois. Harvard Review, 34, 182. 
 
Thompson, B. (2008, Summer). To Mandela. Harvard Review, 34, 183. 
 
Thompson, B. (2008). To Du Bois; History in the water; Beirut 2006; Question; Post-Attica visit; Canopy. In B. Thompson 
& D. Harriford (Eds.), When the center is on fire: Passionate social theory for our times. Austin, TX: University of Texas 
Press. 
 
Thompson, B. (2008). For Harvey Milk. Fast Capitalism, 4(1). 
 
Thompson, B. (2008). Boston in the Springtime. Fast Capitalism, 4(1). 
 
Thompson, B. (2007, Fall). Natural acts. Book review of Domain of Perfect Affection by Robin Becker. Poet Lore. 
 
Thompson, B. (2007). AIDS elegy. In R. Horton, M. Hunter, & B. Thompson (Eds.), Fingernails across the chalkboard: 
Poetry and prose on HIV/AIDS from the African diaspora. Chicago, IL: Third World Press. 
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Thompson, B. (2007). Beirut 2006; Questions. In K. Boullata & K. Engels (Eds.), We begin here: Poems for Palestine and 
Lebanon. Ithaca, NY: Olive Branch Press.  
 
Thompson, B. (2006, Spring). Flying lessons. The Teacher’s Voice, 2(1). 
 
Thompson, B. (2006). History in the water. Included on the CD, My soul is anchored and a poetry anthology, National 
Writing Project. Furious Flower Poetry Center, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA. 
 
Thompson, B. (2006, August). Tanka. Illuminations: An International Magazine of Contemporary Writing. Special 
Haitian Issue.   
 
Thompson, B. (2006). A letter to a child unborn. In Margorie Agosin (Ed.), Women’s Hands. New York, NY: Rutgers 
University Press. 
 
Thompson, B. (2005, Fall). History in the water. Amandla.  
 
Thompson, B. (2005). Post-Attica visit. Warpland: A Journal of Black Literature and Ideas, 12(1).  
 
Thompson, B. (2005). Naptime in the basement. Warpland: A Journal of Black Literature and Ideas, 12(1).  

PUBLICATIONS: THEATER AND MUSIC BASED ON POETRY 

Jackson, K. (2008, April). “Fingernails Across the Chalkboard: Poetry in Motion” based on the co-edited book (listed below), 
directed by Kamesha Jackson, produced by the Urban Theatre Initiative. Premiered at the National Black Theater in 
Harlem, NY.  
 
Horton, R., Hunter, M., & Thompson,  B .  (2007). Fingernails across the chalkboard: Poetry and prose on HIV/AIDS from 
the black diaspora. Chicago, IL: Third World Press. 
 
“For Harvey Milk” set to classical music for project dedicated to Harvey Milk. See Nick White,  
http://www.youtube.com/nicholasawhite or Nicholas@naw85.com. 
 

PUBLICATIONS: MAGAZINE/ JOURNAL ARTICLES & BOOK 
CHAPTERS  

 
Thompson,  B .  2018 (Forthcoming). “A way outa no way: Eating problems among African American, Latina and white 
women,” Food and Culture: A Reader. Carole Counihan and Penny Van Esterik, eds. NY: Routledge.  
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Thompson,  B .  2017. “‘I tied my children to my body’: The continuing courage of refugees in Greece,” Anchor Magazine: 
Where spirituality and social justice meet, 8, fall/winter, 78-80. www.anchormagazine.org.  http://stillharbor.org/anchor-
by-issue 
 
Thompson,  B . , Kelenz, K., Benson, K., & Tzu-Chun Wu, J. (Forthcoming). Combahee River collective statement: A 40th 
anniversary retrospective.” Frontiers. 
 
Thompson, B.  (2017). Constant sky: Sonia Sanchez’s haiku. In John Zheng (Ed.), Sonia Sanchez’s Poetic Sprit through 
Haiku. NY: Rowman and Littlefield-Lexington Books.  
 
Thompson, B. (2017, April). Domes of the body: Yoga, alignment and social justice. The Arrow: A Journal of Wakeful 
Society, Culture and Politics, 4(2), 70 – 92. Contemplative Empowerment and Social Change 
 
 
 
Thompson, B. (2017). Teaching with tenderness: Toward an embodied practice (excerpt from book by that title). Anchor 
Magazine: Where Spirituality and Social Justice Meet, 7. 
 
Thompson,  B . ,  & Delandro, L. (2016). Dark radiance. In M. Davidson & G. Yancy (Eds.), Our black sons matter: 
Mothers talk about their fears, sorrows and hopes New York, NY: Rowman and Littlefield. 
 
Thompson,  B . ,  & Watson, V. (2016). Theorizing white racial trauma and its remedies. In S. Middleton, D. Roediger, & 
D. Shafer (Eds.), The social construction of whiteness: An interdisciplinary analysis of race formation and the meaning of 
whiteness. Jackson, MS: University of Mississippi Press.  
 
Thompson,  B . ,  & Myers, N. (2015, Spring). The issues in the tissues: Seeking alignment through yoga. Anchor Magazine, 
3, 15–16.  
 
Thompson, B. (2014, September). Yoga for every body and in all kinds of places. Mantra Magazine, 6, 43. 
 
Watson, V., & Thompson,  B .  (2014). Theorizing white racial trauma and its remedies. In V. Watson, D. Howard-
Wagner, & L. B. Spanierman (Eds.), Unveiling whiteness in the 21st century: Global manifestations, transdisciplinary 
interventions. New York, NY: Rowman and Littlefield.  
 
Thompson, B. (2012). Way before the word: Queer organizing and race when beauty still counts. Feminist Studies, 39(2), 
526–548.  
 
Harriford, D., & Thompson,  B .  (2012, November 26). What if “The Sessions” focused on a disabled woman? Ms. 
Magazine Blog. http://msmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/26/what-if-the-sessions-focused-on-a-disabled-woman/  
 
Thompson, B. (2011). We are all on native land: Transforming faculty searches with indigenous methods. Feminist Studies, 
37(3), 534 – 560.  
 
Harriford, D., & Thompson,  B .  (2010, September 9). Five years later: Life in the lower ninth ward. Ms. Magazine Blog. 
http://msmagazine.com/blog/2010/09/09/five-years-later-life-in-the-lower-ninth-ward/  
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Harriford, D., & Thompson,  B .  (2010, July 23). Feminist activists find peace in Thailand. Ms. Magazine Blog. 
http://msmagazine.com/blog/2010/07/23/feminist-activists-find-peace-in-thailand/  
 
Harriford, D., & Thompson,  B .  (2010, April 5). Joy Harjo’s trail of tears. Ms. Magazine Blog. 
http://msmagazine.com/blog/2010/04/05/joy-harjos-trail-of-tears/   
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http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/4LseD4XuZvlo83RhtS9CVL/Up-close-with-refugees-on-a-Greek-island.html  
 
Interview with Dr. Paula Joyce. (2016). Healing trauma through yoga. 
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MEDIA: SELECTED APPEARANCES & INTERVIEWS 

• Boston Common (Sunday TV news show) 
• KBOO (Oregon)  
• KCPW (Salt Lake City)  
• KVON, KCBX (California)  
• National Radio Project (California and syndicated)  
• National Public Radio (syndicated from Washington, New Jersey, New York) 
• People Magazine  
• Places (Poetic Language Artful Communication Elemental Speech), TV and video series   
• Prime Time Live (DC and syndicated)   
• Savoy Magazine  
• Teen Vogue  
• Tell Me More, National Public Radio 
• Tom Pope Show (syndicated) 
• Voice of America (international) 
• WBAA (Indiana)  
• WIP (Philadelphia) 
• WMJX, WNTN, WMBR, WBCN (Boston)  
• WRFG (Atlanta)  
• WRIF, WCSX, WGRV (Detroit) 
• WXRK, WFAN (New York)  
• WXSS (Wisconsin)  

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: ADVISORY ACTIVITIES  

National Advisory Board, Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship • 2004 – 2010 
 
Advisory Board member, Unity and Difference: A Journal by Writers, Artists and Students, University of California, Los 
Angeles, CA • 2000-2010 
 
Advisory Editorial Board member, Gender & Society • 1994 – 1997  
 
Chair, Distinguished Student Paper Award Committee, Section of Latina and Latino Sociology, American Sociological 
Association • 1995 
 
Advisory Editorial Board member, Race, Gender and Class: An Interdisciplinary Journal • 1993 – 1995 
 
Elected Council Member of the Section of Latina and Latino Sociology, American Sociological Association • 1993 – 1994 
 
Manuscript Editor, Women of Power: A Magazine of Feminism, Spirituality and Politics • 1989 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: REFERREED JOURNAL & 
MANUSCRIPTS 

 
• AK Press 
• Cambridge University Press 
• Duke University Press 
• Feminist Studies 
• Frontiers 
• Gender & Society 
• The Gustavus Myers Center for Outstanding Books on Human Rights  
• HarperCollins 
• Lexington Books 
• McGraw Hill Publishers 
• Meridians: Feminism, Race, Transnationalism 
• Oxford University Press 
• Palgrave/MacMillan 
• Qualitative Sociology 
• Societies without Borders (Special issue on human rights) 
• Teacher’s College Press 
• Teaching Sociology 
• University of Minnesota Press 
• Wadsworth Press 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE: DOCTORAL & STUDENT RESEARCH 
SUPERVISION 

Shawna Lopes-Keyes. Chair, doctoral committee and dissertation committee. Title: “Help them understand!”: Best practices 
of teaching transgender education in health professions. Simmons College School of Nursing & Health Sciences • 2016 – 
present 
 
Emily J. Wilson. Chair, doctoral committee and dissertation committee. Title: Teaching upstream: A study of trauma-
informed education in adult learning. Simmons College School of Nursing & Health Sciences • 2016 – present 
 
Stephanie Glick. Doctoral committee and dissertation committee. University of British Columbia  
• 2016 – present 
  
Wilfred Labriosa. Doctoral committee. Title: Sexuality in Cuba. Simmons College School of Social Work • 2011 – present 
 
Polly Attwood. Doctoral committee. Title: Doing the work: Nurturing and sustaining antiracist multicultural education. 
Harvard University • 2003 – 2009 
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Silvia Bettez. Doctoral committee. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill • 2004-2007 
 
Chandra Guinn. Doctoral committee. Title: On being and becoming: The women of black studies. University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill • 2002 – present  
 
Sadhana Bery. Doctoral committee. Title: Whiteness visible: The re/production of white racial ideology, identification, and 
practices. Brandeis University • 2004 
 
Katie Klumpp. Title: Whiteness and social justice. Union Institute • 1999 – 2015  
 
Lisa Triplett and Aarti Iyer. External examiner for senior honors students. Swarthmore College • 1999 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE: ADDITIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Honorary Doctorate Committee, Simmons College • 2007 -2009, 2016 – present 
 
Faculty Council, Simmons College • 2007  
 
Multidisciplinary Core Course Faculty, Simmons College • 2007 –2014 
 
Advisor for Student Labor Action Project (SLAP), Simmons College • 2007 – 2008 
 
Steering Committee member, Departments of African American Studies and Women's Studies at Simmons College • 1996 – 
1999 
 
Curriculum Review Committee member, Simmons College • 1996 – 1997 
 
Hiring Committee member, African American Studies Faculty Search, Simmons College • 1996 – 1997 
 
Wesleyan University Women’s Studies Multicultural Colloquium Series • 1994 – 1995  
 
Assistant Coordinator for "In the Classroom and Beyond: Race, Gender, and the Curriculum in Higher Education," a 
national three-day workshop on curriculum transformation • 1994 

LANGUAGES 

English, Spanish (Advanced oral communication, literary analysis, and grammar)  
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ORGANIZATIONS & AFFILIATIONS 

• Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora 
• Academics for Mumia Abu-Jamal 
• American Studies Association  
• American Association of University Women 
• American Sociological Association   
• National Black Women's Health Project 
• National Women's Studies Association 
• Society for the Study of Social Problems 
• Sociologists for Women in Society 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

• Antiracist Theory and Practice 
• Comparative Critical Race Studies    
• Multiracial Feminist Theory/Activism   
• Poetry and Politics  
• Prison Activism 
• Refugee and Diasporic Studies      
• Social Movements 
• Transformative education 
• Trauma and Healing 
• Yoga Philosophy 

TEACHING INTERESTS 

• African American Intellectual Thought 
• Birth and Death: The Sociology of Joy and Suffering 
• Critical Race Legal Theory 
• The Making and Unmaking of Social Theory 
• National, Transnational and Diasporic Feminist Theories  
• Poetry and Politics 
• Race, Class and Gender in Comparative Settings 
• Research Methods and Social Ethics 
• Resistance Writing 
• Social Movements in the Americas 
• Spiritual Activism/ Contemplative Practices 
• Trauma and Embodiment 
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